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Concordia

Following the Xaverian Way
Inspiration From the Crossroads
By Brother Edward Driscoll, CFX

In this issue
• Alice Hession encounters a graced
crossroad as she retires
• XBSS Students participate in
mission trips
• Retired Brothers volunteer at
Malden Catholic
• Brother Raymond Hoyt is
presented with the Xaverian
Medal
• XBSS Alumni gather for a retreat
with Associates and Brothers
• Students participate in the 21st
Annual XBSS Retreat
• 2016 Ryken Awards are presented

An inspirational experience of service and cross-cultural encounter greeted students
from Xaverian schools (XBSS) on their recent service and global encounter programs.

G

reat joy! Inspirational stories. I
think this edition of Concordia
will bring you great joy and may
even inspire you. In each spring edition
we focus on how we are witnessing
to our mission, especially in the works
of our Xaverian Brothers Sponsored
Schools (XBSS). As part of the Church,
we embrace Jesus’ mission. This
mission starts with Jesus’ clear call to all
of us. “Come follow me” (Mt 4:19). The
first to receive this call to mission were
very humble and simple people. The
call was not an easy one for them to
respond to. Do I follow or not?
In this Concordia you will read
about how students, teachers, and
administrators
who
encountered
different cultures and worldviews, dealt
with different accents or languages,
encountered the harsh injustice of
global poverty, and faced the fear
of being away from the comforts of
home responded together in faith and
generosity to Jesus’ call, turning the

dark and fearful road into a graced
crossroad. During their mission trips
to Jamaica and Ecuador, our students
from different XBSS schools, as well as
their teachers, did exactly what Pope
Francis describes of Jesus’ mission in
Embracing the Way of Jesus:
Jesus always embraced life as he
saw it: in the faces of pain, hunger,
sickness and sin.
In the faces of wounds, of thirst, of
weariness, doubt and pity.
Far from expecting a pretty life,
smartly dressed and neatly groomed,
Jesus embraced life as he found it.
It made no difference whether it was
dirty, unkempt or broken.
Personally, I am edified by the
curiosity and faith of these young
people. Once a Brother responded to
a reporter’s question about the state
of today’s youth, “You know today’s

• We remember Brother James
Boyle and Brother Johan Bauwens
• Bob and Donna Coughlin join the
Concordia Society

youth get criticized a lot, but they are as
good as any earlier generation.” That
Brother was Brother Benjamin Burke.
The year was 1936. He was a legend
in Catholic education nationally, in part
from his years at St. Xavier, Louisville
and at St. John’s Prep, Danvers. A
reporter had encountered him at Union
Station in Louisville when he asked the
now elderly Brother about the state
of young people. You will agree with
Brother Benjamin’s assessment when
you read about the retreat for college
age alums of our schools, as well as
the wonderful spirit of service from our
thirteen sponsored schools shared on
the XBSS retreat.
As you read, you will see that Jesus’
mission is not limited to youth. You will
also find great inspiration in the story
of two of our ‘retired Brothers’ who are
energetically engaged in the mission of

Continued on page 2

Malden Catholic, Brother Thomas Lydon and Brother Thomas
Fahey.
Likewise, we are blessed to have individuals who serve as
the leaven of our mission in our schools. They do not draw
attention to themselves but rather give of themselves to help
colleagues and students increase their faith and care for
others. These teachers and staff have been named recipients
of the Theodore James Ryken Award. In addition, we
recognize the wonderful contribution Alice Hession has made
to the Xaverian mission of education since the late 1970’s
when her passion met our need and she joined the faculty
at Saint Xavier in Louisville. The programs that help form our
students and faculties in Jesus’ mission are a result of Alice’s
leadership. She is retiring at the end of the school year after

nearly 20 years of ministry in our XBSS Office.
Lastly, you will meet a humble and simple man whose
gratitude for the Xaverian mission is very genuine. Mr. Bob
Coughlin is a graduate of Mt. Saint Joseph High School where
he came in contact with Brother Declan whose mission as a
Brother touched many lives. Bob and his wife Donna recently
joined our Concordia Society. Their bequest will help us
continue serving Jesus’ mission into the future.		
I thank you for your interest in our mission as well as for
your prayers and financial support. May we depend on your
continued generosity to help us sustain our mission? Your gift
makes a real difference to many and will bring great joy and
inspiration for the future.

A Lifetime of Devotion to
Xaverian Education

A

dedicated and selfless professional who devoted
the majority of her professional career to Xaverian
education is retiring in June as Director of Xaverian
Brothers Sponsored Schools. Alice I. Hession has served
nearly 20 years as a member of the Sponsorship Staff,
the past 10 years as Director. With strong background in
theology, religious education and faith formation, Alice
began her career in Xaverian education teaching at St.
Xavier High School, Louisville in the 1970’s. She would
go on to become an Assistant Principal there and Director
of Staff Formation. Later, she would move on to similar
roles at Baltimore’s Mount St. Joseph. After spending
some years as the founding Principal of a Catholic High
School in Huntsville, Alabama, Alice returned to the world
of Xaverian education, accepting the position of Director
of Formation for XBSS. In this role, she oversaw the
development of the strong programs in formation and
professional development that have distinguished the
Xaverian model of Catholic school sponsorship. Programs
like the XBSS Student Retreat, the New Teachers’ Gathering
and Orientation, the Leadership Development Program,
to name but a few. In addition to her role in formation
for XBSS, she also served on numerous boards, strategic
planning committees and mission effectiveness reviews.
In 2007, she assumed the role of Director overseeing the
integration of two new schools to the network, Lowell
Catholic and St. Bernard’s. In addition, to her work for
XBSS, Alice also assisted and consulted with a number
of other religious congregations in their development or
review of their own sponsorship programs. One sign of the
effectiveness of her work has been the gatherings over
the past year of alumni who had participated in the XBSS
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Alice Hession, addressing students on the annual XBSS Retreat,
which she has overseen during her many years of service to
the XBSS Office.
Retreat over the past 20 years. The chief administrators
of all of the Xaverian schools recently paid tribute to
Alice and her Associates, Brother Richard Mazza and
Richard Lunny at a dinner and gathering in Baltimore.
As Alice enters this graced crossroad in her life, we assure
her of our prayers and support, as well as our profound
gratitude for the service and leadership she has given
to Xaverian education. We look forward to fostering our
connection with Alice through her continued involvement
as a Xaverian Associate and through the many enduring
personal relationships she has developed over the years.

Mission and Service Integral to Xaverian Education

E

ach year groups of students from XBSS schools
participate in various mission trips, both in the US
and abroad. Some students say interest in learning
about other cultures is what draws them to participate
on these trips and others say they feel called to witness
the plight of the global poor to better understand the
injustice of poverty. The overwhelming response after
returning from their mission trips has been that it was an
eye-opening exposure to the developed-world’s collective
sin. For nearly all of them, including the faculty members
who accompany them on these trips, it is always a time
of graced, though dark, crossroads, where students learn
something about themselves, the historical causes of
global poverty, and the collective choices they can make
in life to help bring about a more just and caring world for
the beautiful people they befriend.
In early January, students from St. Xavier, Louisville, KY
and Malden Catholic, Malden, MA traveled to Montego
Bay, Jamaica for their first joint Mission Service Trip. On the
first part of the trip, the students spent time at Mt. Olivet
Boys home, playing sports with the youngsters living there
and assisting them with homework. Kevin Niehoff (St. X
’17) shared what he noticed about himself while working
with the Jamaican children, “I became more aware of my
surroundings and what other people think. I also became
more culturally aware and forever grateful for what I have
been blessed with in my life.” The students also received
a hands-on learning experience of sustainable farming
from a local farmer who let them water his plants and
prepare some soil with handmade tools. On the second
part of their trip, they spent time at Mizpah School. There,
they lent a hand in the classrooms and took on various

Mary Driscoll, Director of Campus Ministry at Malden Catholic
and Xaverian Associate, and students helping in a classroom at
Mizpah School in Jamaica.

St. Xavier student with youngsters at Mizpah School in Jamaica.
projects including building bookshelves and painting a
mural. When asked what his motivation for going on the
mission trip was, Matthew McCarthy (MC ’17) said, “I feel
that everyone has a small part of them that craves to go
out and help those who have less. This trip was a way to
help increase that craving.”				
Students from St. John’s Prep in Danvers, MA traveled
to Rostro de Cristo in Duran, Ecuador in late January.
There, they resided in a poor, urban community where
they talked with people in the neighborhood, spent time
with children in afterschool programs, and visited with
Hansen’s Disease patients. Bryan Nju-Ghong (SJP ’17)
found his encounter with the Ecuadorian people to be,
“Enriching; the lifestyle relies on hope, faith and religion.”
Bryan noted that similar to our country “the culture has
tendencies to put women down and actively attempts
to keep them there.” Bryan met a middle-aged woman,
named Marieuxi, who he said is, “actively fighting the
system,” and inspired him to avoid complacency in his
life.		
These mission experiences, as well as the ordinary
service opportunities that students engage themselves in,
play an integral part in their Xaverian education. They are
a reminder of why Theodore James Ryken, the founder
of the Congregation, selected St. Francis Xavier as the
patron of the Congregation, “so that the name of this
insatiable laborer for souls will indicate with one word
what is intended for the congregation.”
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Retired Brothers Volunteer at Malden Catholic

S

ince retiring from full time ministry, Brothers
Thomas Fahey and Thomas Lydon have been
volunteering at Malden Catholic High School,
Malden, MA.
Brother Thomas Fahey (Keric), a Xaverian Brother
for 63 years, taught at St. Teresa’s, Brooklyn, NY;
St. Joseph’s, Oradell, NJ; St. John’s High School
Shrewsbury, MA (Assistant Principal); and Xavier High
School, Middletown, CT (Director of Admissions).
In 2015, Brother Tom returned to Malden Catholic
where he graduated in 1954, to begin volunteering
in the Campus Ministry office. It is obvious through
his involvement on campus that he enjoys getting
to know students and participating in activities like
selling bracelets for breast cancer awareness. Dante
DiLorenzo (MC ‘18) shared how involved Brother Tom
is at Malden Catholic, “Brother Fahey is always a part
of campus ministry, talking with kids, telling stories
and making campus ministry feel like home.”
A Xaverian Brother for 66 years, Brother Thomas
Lydon (Cephas), has held teaching positions at
various schools including Cardinal Hayes, Bronx, NY;
St. John’s Prep, Danvers, MA; Xavier High School,

Brother Thomas Lydon (Brother Cephas) in the hallway at
Malden Catholic where he volunteers to keep the grounds
around the school looking beautiful.

Brother Thomas Fahey brings his enthusiasm and love for
Xaverian education to his volunteer work with the Campus
Ministry department at Malden Catholic.
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Middletown, CT; St. Joseph Regional, Montvale, NJ;
and St. John’s Shrewsbury, MA. In 2003, Brother Tom
began assisting in the treasurer’s office at Malden.
He remained at the school, beginning volunteer
work in 2008. For a number of years he ran the
bookstore, assisted with student attendance-taking
and performed landscaping services. His focus now
is maintaining the landscaping at the school. Anyone
who visits the campus can see that he takes pride
in his work. Matthew Moscaritolo (MC ‘19) had this
to say about Brother Tom, “Brother Lydon is a very
caring person. I always see him outside keeping MC
a good-looking environment. He does a lot at the
school and is a very respectable person.”
Brothers Tom Lydon, Tom Fahey and many other
senior Brothers remain active in their retirement years.
They are able to continue contributing to the Church
and world through various volunteer ministries. This
would not be possible without the faithful support of
our generous donors.

XBSS Student Retreat

Brother Raymond Hoyt
Honored

Stephen Ruemenapp led students in a Global Village simulation
to illumine the deleterious effects of western consumption on the
global poor.

E

very year for the last 21 years students from each of the
13 XBSS Schools have gathered for a leadership retreat
centered around distinctly Xaverian expressions of
spirituality, solidarity, service, and love of God. This year the
91 students heard presentations from Deacon Greg Thompson,
Stephen Ruemenapp, the Assistant Principal for Mission and
Identity at St. John’s Prep, and from XBSS alumni and current
teachers Michael Driscoll, Chad Puclowski, Michael Foley, and
Kevin Abdo. Alice Hession, who is in her final year of service
to the Sponsorship office, shared her personal story with the
students and led them in reflection about their own young life’s
journey. Thirteen senior leaders gave short personal reflections
on themes of simplicity, trust, zeal, humility, compassion, service,
leadership, and conversion.
Perhaps more significant than any single presentation was
the work of listening and sharing that the students did in their
small groups. Each small group was made up of one student
from each of our Sponsored Schools. And the students were
able to relate to one another about their common adolescent
experiences, as well as open up to each other about the unique
and personal graces and struggles they face as young people.
The five day retreat ended with a day of service with some
local organizations in West Hartford, Connecticut. The students
returned to their schools with a sense of purpose, fellowship,
and hope.

On Saturday, March 18, 2017, Brother
Raymond Hoyt, C.F.X. (right) was presented
with the prestigious Xaverian Medal, at
Xaverian Bros HS, Westwood, MA. Diagnosed
with ALS in 2016, Brother Ray has continued
in his ministry with the support of the XBHS
community, his family and the Brothers.

College Student
Retreat

Students, Brothers, Collaborators, and
Associates gathered on December 30, 2016
for the 2nd Annual College Student Retreat.
Participants enjoyed sharing conversation
and prayer focused around living the Xaverian
Way during the college years. The students
are a real testament to the attractiveness of
the Xaverian charism across generations, as
we all continue to seek new ways to share
and grow in compassionate community.
Students gathered for daily prayer in the Monastery’s intimate chapel.
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2016 RYKEN AWARD WINNERS
On December 3, the Feast of St. Francis Xavier, the Theodore James Ryken Award is presented to a member of the
faculty, staff or administration of each of the 13 Xaverian Brothers Sponsored Schools who exhibits a commitment to the
Founder’s vision. They are recognized as committed and dedicated individuals who proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
They also spiritually nurture members of the school community; are committed to academic excellence; recognize the
talents of individuals; know the importance of educating the whole person; and strive to fulfill the gospel call to peace
and justice. Kudos to all of you!
This academic year the following were presented the
Theodore James Ryken Award at a school liturgy or
celebration on the Feast of St. Francis Xavier:
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Francis Nugent - Lowell Catholic
High School, Lowell, MA

Patrick Driscoll - Malden Catholic
High School, Malden, MA

Sam Bianco - Mount St. Joseph
High School, Baltimore, MD

Joan Caputo - Nazareth Regional
High School, Brooklyn, NY

Maureen Hickson - Our Lady of Good
Counsel High School, Olney MD

Elaine Mooney - St. Bernard
School, Uncasville, CT

Steve Stinson - St. John’s High
School, Shrewsbury, MA

Leslie Tremblay - St. John’s
Preparatory School, Danvers, MA

Rev. Scott Woods - St. Mary’s Ryken
High School, Leonardtown, MD

John Zickel - St. Xavier High
School, Louisville, KY

Bro. Raymond Hoyt, CFX - Xaverian
Brothers High School, Westwood, MA

WIlliam Slow - Xaverian High
School, Brooklyn, NY

Bro. John Sullivan, CFX - Xavier
High School, Middletown, CT

William Braychak - Xavier High
School, Middletown, CT

A Call Fulfilled
Brother James Boyle (Brother Sulpicius),
former Superior General and Provincial
of the St. Joseph Province, passed away
on January 22, 2017 in Middletown,
CT where he had been suffering with
cancer.

A native of Peabody, Massachusetts,
Brother James was born on April 10,
1931 to Johanna and Daniel J. Boyle.
Graduating from Saint John’s Prep
in 1948, Jim went on to complete his
undergraduate studies at Catholic
University
before
entering
the
Congregation in 1952, receiving the
religious name Brother Sulpicius. He
received his MA from Boston College
and also studied at Harvard University
and Hartford’s Trinity College.
Brother James was an outstanding
teacher, a talented and effective
administrator, and a leader of the
Congregation in many ways. He began
his teaching career at Flaget High
School, Louisville and over the course
of his religious life he would teach at
Xaverian Brothers HS, Westwood;
Xavier High School, Middletown, CT;
and St. John’s Preparatory School,
Danvers. Before being selected to serve
as Vicar Provincial of the St. Joseph
Province, Brother James served as
Vice-Principal and then as Principal at
Xavier High School. In 1989, Brother
James was elected to the office of
Superior General of the Congregation.
From our Generalate, then located in
Twickenham, England, Brother James
led the Brothers in a critical time that led
up to our extraordinary General Chapter
of 1995, and the reorganization of the

Congregation to a single administrative
unit.
Upon completing his service in
Congregational leadership, Brother
James returned to his beloved Xavier
where he served in the school’s
advancement office and as an advisor
to the heads of school. He also
served as guestmaster and regional
representative in England.
In his “In Memoriam” for Brother
James, General Superior Brother Edward
Driscoll wrote, “A foundational belief of
the Xaverian Brothers is that each of us
‘is a unique expression of God’s love.’
Thus we embody the Xaverian charism
according to our unique gifts and
personality. Jim’s outstanding intellect,
enduring friendships, humor and wit,
sensitivity to the Arts, and most of all his
love of our Xaverian way of life shaped
how he would live the charism.”
A man of faith, Brother James
embraced his cancer with resignation
and peace. His funeral at St. Pius X
Church in Middletown, CT was presided
over by his good friend, Bishop Paul
Loverde, Bishop Emeritus of the
Diocese of Arlington, VA, who also
preached. Former General Superior
and Xavier Principal, Brother Lawrence
Harvey delivered the eulogy. At another
funeral liturgy in the chapel at St. John’s
Prep, his beloved sister-in-law, Jolyne,
delivered a beautiful eulogy on behalf
of his family.
Brother Johan
(Brother Jacques
Bauwens) passed away in Bruges,
Belgium on March 17, 2017, after
struggling with stomach cancer. He
was born in Bruges on November 15,
1934 and entered the novitiate of the
Xaverian Brothers on August 15, 1958,
and was given the name Brother Johan.
He made profession of perpetual vows
in the Congregation on August 15,
1965, thus professing to the Church
his desire “to live a life of love, in faith
and trust, as a disciples of Jesus Christ”
(Fundamental Principles). Over the fiftyeight years of his life as a consecrated
religious, Brother served our various
communities in Belgium as a cook and
household manager.
His gentle smile, his devotion to
tending to the practical needs of the

Brothers contributed to the mission
of the Congregation in concrete and
meaningful ways. He was also engaged
in ministry through his involvement in
the Focolare movement, a Catholic lay
movement that promotes the ideals of
unity and universal brotherhood. The
spirituality and mission of Focolare
was a natural milieu for a man whose
presence and work epitomized unity
and brotherhood as the Fundamental
Principles of the Brothers say “through
the common, ordinary, unspectacular
flow of everyday life.” In announcing
Brother Johan’s death to the
Congregation, Brother Edward Driscoll

wrote, “I would characterize Brother
Johan as a simple man, a humble man,
and a joyful man. I feel these virtues are
the gifts that I experienced in Brother. I
saw him give these gifts so generously
to others. When I think of his life, I think
of Saint Thérèse of Lisieux and ‘her little
way.’ Her ‘little way’ was a commitment
to tasks and the people we meet in
our everyday lives. Like Saint Thérèse,
Brother Johan’s assignments were
his way of ‘ministering God’s healing
touch of love through word and deed
to all whom he met in his journey of
life’ (Fundamental Principles).” He carried
this mission out in the kitchen, in his
meetings and trips with members of
Focolare and, even in his last months,
as he and the Brothers in Bruges
transitioned to life in Herdershove, the
assisted living facility in Bruges where
the Brothers now reside. May he now
rest in peace.
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Xaverian Brothers Generalate
4409 Frederick Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21229

The Xaverian Brothers

Concordia Society

R

obert Coughlin, a 1965 graduate of Mount St.
Joseph High School, and his wife Donna have
included the Xaverian Brothers in their estate plans.
Bob has many great memories of Brothers, like Brother
Declan Kane, and other Brothers who taught him at MSJ
who made sure that he succeeded. Bob said that, “It’s
very hard to realize how four years of being associated
with the Brothers over fifty years ago impacted my life in
such a way that I feel it made me a better man. I could
never repay the life lessons they taught me that I have
tried to carry through my entire life.” Bob and Donna are
remembering the Brothers in their estate plans because,
“It is a small way of saying ‘Thank you.’” The Xaverian
Brothers are very grateful to Bob and Donna for their
thoughtful generosity.

We invite you to join Bob and Donna as a member of
the Concordia Society. Your remembrance of the Brothers
assures them that the vibrant mission of the Xaverian
Brothers will be sustained in the years to come.
Your generous bequest will help defray some of these
escalating costs:
• Our educational efforts in the U.S. through our
Xaverian Brothers Sponsored School program
• The care and support of our growing number of aged
and infirm Brothers
• Our missionary activities and the growth of the
Congregation in some of the poorest areas of our world
For a list of benefits and other information, or if you have
already included the Brothers in your estate plans, please
contact Stephanie Stricker at the Xaverian Brothers Mission
Advancement Office: sstricker@xaverianbrothers.org

Bob and Donna Coughlin with Brother Edward Driscoll,
General Superior.

