
The 28th General Chapter began with 
a welcome speech by outgoing General 
Superior, Brother Edward Driscoll 
followed by a short business meeting. 
Following the meeting the Brothers 
gathered for Mass. The opening Mass 
was celebrated by Archbishop José 
Rodríguez Carballo, OFM, Secretary 
of the Congregation for Institutes 
of Consecrated Life and Societies of 
Apostolic Life. In his homily to the 
Brothers, he focused on three words: 
Welcome, Hope, and Mission. He 
encouraged the Brothers not to look 
backwards, but look to the future with 
hope.

The General Chapter, which takes 
place every 6 years, is a time for the 
Brothers to reflect on the life of the 
Congregation, to determine direction 
for the upcoming six years, and to elect 
new leadership to guide the Brothers for 

the future. Three main presentations 
were delivered in the early days of the 
14 day gathering: “Charismatic Identity 
and Evangelization” by Brother Regj 
Cruz, “Community, Mission, and 
Resources” by Brother Patrick Fumbisha, 
and “Shared Leadership” by Brother 
John Hamilton. Dr. Patrick Slattery, 
Executive Director of XBSS, also gave 
a presentation on Xaverian Brothers 
Sponsored Schools in the US.

“Good government in the 
congregation requires 

collaboration and 
participation in all areas. All 

brothers are responsible for the 
congregation’s life and works.”

- Constitutions, Article 46

After each presentation, the Chapter 
Delegates were given a period of silent 
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reflection, followed by sharing in 
small groups; each small group later 
gave a report to the General Session. 
Discussions after each presentation 
brought a wide variety of insights to 
these topics. Later in the Chapter, the 
Brothers met in working committees on 
the themes of Shared Leadership and 
Relationship & Community. A new set 
of calls for the future were developed 
from the work of these committees.
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Delegates and participants at the 28th General Chapter stand with Archbishop José Carballo 
from the Vatican Congregation for Religious after opening mass at the Chapter in July.
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WATCH THE PRESENTATIONS

We recorded the Chapter presentations 
that were mentioned above, including the 

discussions that followed. 
Watch the recordings on 
the Brothers’ webpage: 
xavb.ro/gc28live.
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BROTHER DANIEL SKALA, CFX
General Superior

Brother Daniel entered the Xaverian 
Brothers in Newton Highlands, MA 
in 1968. After novitiate, he completed 
his undergraduate degree at Suffolk 
University.  In 1973, he began teaching 
at Malden Catholic High School. He 
completed his MA and PhD at Boston 
College. He then went on to teach at 
Boston College and Merrimack College 
before becoming an administrator at 
Xaverian Brothers High School in 
Westwood, MA in 1990. For the past 
28 years he has served as Headmaster 
at Xaverian Brothers High School.  In 
2007, he was elected Vicar General of the 
Congregation for a term of 6 years and 
then served as a member of the General 
Council. Brother Daniel has served 
on a variety of other congregational 
committees and leadership positions.

BROTHER PATRICK FUMBISHA, CFX
Vicar

Brother Patrick entered the Xaverian 
Brothers in 1999 while teaching 
mathematics at the College Tutazamie, 
Likasi, Congo. Brother Patrick served 
in formation as Assistant Novice Master 
in Kenya and Congo, and Director 
of Novices in Congo before and after 
completing a Masters program at the 
Institute of Religious Formation at the 
Catholic Theological Union in Chicago, 
IL. Brother Patrick served as a General 
Councilor for the Congregation for the 
last 6 years. 

MEET OUR NEW LEADERSHIP

BROTHER BRIAN DAVIS, CFX
Councilor

Brother Brian entered the Xaverian 
Brothers in 1963 after graduating 
from Xaverian High School in 
Brooklyn. He has served in schools in 
Kentucky, Maryland, Massachusetts, 
and Connecticut, including serving 
as Headmaster at Xavier High School, 
Middletown, CT from 2009-2017.

BROTHER DOMINIQUE OLONDO, CFX
Councilor

Brother Dominique entered the 
Xaverian Brothers in 2003 and served 
on the Formation Team for several 
years. He later became the Director 
for the postulancy program in Kenya. 
He was also involved with serving street 
children in Bungoma, Kenya. Brother 
Dominique recently completed a Masters 
program in Theology and Ministry at 
Boston College, MA.

BROTHER LAWRENCE HARVEY, CFX
Councilor

Brother Lawrence entered the Xaverian 
Brothers in 1979 after graduating from 
Malden Catholic High School. He has 
served in various educational roles in 
schools and congregational leadership 
positions including Director of XBSS 
(1997-2007) and General Superior 
(2007-2013). Brother Lawrence 
currently serves as the Director of Mission 
Advancement for the Congregation.
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In early August, 71 collaborators from 
ten Xaverian Brothers Sponsored Schools 
gathered in Baltimore for the annual XBSS 
New Teacher and Staff retreat. Over three 
days, these new members of the XBSS 
community shared in prayer, formation, 
and fellowship. This group of new teachers 
heard presentations from students from 
Our Lady of Good Counsel and Mount 
Saint Joseph’s High Schools, veteran lay 
faculty members from across the network, 
and from ten Brothers who have served our 
schools both nationally and internationally.

“This retreat seeks to provide perspective on 
the graced tension between the professional 
expectations of being an educator and the 

spiritual call of Xaverian Education.”

The aim of this retreat was to invite these new collaborators 
into the legacy and charism of the Xaverian Brothers. 
While this task was once solely perpetuated by the Brothers, 
Xaverian Associates and Collaborators carry on their legacy 
by supporting the spiritual life of their institutions and by 
fostering enduring personal relationships within their school 
communities. Similar to the Gospel story of Martha and 
Mary, this retreat seeks to provide perspective on the graced 
tension between the professional expectations of being 
an educator and the spiritual call of Xaverian Education. 
Our educators are so much more than classroom teachers, 
coaches, or administrators; they have answered a vocational 
call to serve as ministers of Theodore James Ryken’s vision 
and selflessly serve the students in their care.

Events like the XBSS New Teacher and Staff Retreat strengthen 
our network of schools by sharing best practices and fostering 
enduring relationships with peers. After being together for 
just 40 hours, our newest collaborators left energized and 
excited to enter into their new roles as Xaverian educators. 
As the academic year begins for our schools, we ask that you 
keep our new teachers and staffs in your prayers.

XBSS NEW TEACHER 
AND STAFF RETREAT

71 faculty and staff from 10 of our Xaverian Schools gathered for the 
XBSS New Teacher Retreat to grow in companionship with one another 
and learn more about the Xaverian Charism.

Brothers Bob Arrowsmith and John Hamilton speak to a group of new teachers in the XBSS 
network.
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In Fungurume, the Archdiocese has entrusted the Brothers 
with oversight of a number of Catholic primary and secondary 
schools. One piece of this is the professional and spiritual 
development of the faculty. Brother Serge Lumbala—pictured 
right, with his back to the camera—is developing a program 
for teaching linguistics and phonetics to primary school 
children through the teaching of music. Here Brother Serge 
is working with faculty of the Fungurume schools.

The children at Cisaniko/St. Joseph 
School in Kasenga are just starting the 
school year. The word Cisaniko in the 
local language means “Place of Light.” 
Kasenga is the village where our Belgian 
Brothers opened a primary school and 
secondary school in the 1940’s. Our 
Congolese Brothers returned to Kasenga 
in 2008. 

See more photos from Kasenga 
by scanning the QR code or visiting 
xavb.ro/kasenga.

ILLUMINATING EDUCATION IN 
FUNGURUME AND KASENGA

PROGRESS AT ST. XAVIER 
BUNGOMA, KENYA

A new phase is developing at Saint 
Xavier High School, Bungoma. To 
this end, we have the construction of a 
dormitory block with the capacity of 80 
students and a science laboratory. The 
construction is under the management 
of a competent team of architects, 
quantity surveyors, structural & civil 
engineers and a Mechanical Engineer 
to provide consultancy services and 
supervisory role. The new buildings will 
transform the image of the school and 
help in growing the student number 
in the new year 2020. The school 
community and the Brothers at large 
are very grateful to the Congregation 
and to our donors for supporting this 
very big capital project.
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XAVERIAN ASSOCIATES

Mike Buckley, Kevin Shearer, Carolyn Shearer, Br. Bob Arrowsmith, 
Kathy Boyle, Br. Paul Murray, Br. Ed Driscoll, and Hugh Boyle. Sitting: 
Peg Weidner, Br. Michael McCarthy, and Jeannette Suflita.

MARYLAND ASSOCIATES GATHERING

On Saturday, July 13th twelve Associates and Brothers from 
Maryland, and guest visitor and photographer, Brother Bill 
Griffin from Haiti, gathered in Ellicott City. The day began 
with prayer: a reflection on 1 Corinthians 12:4-13, “There 
are different gifts, but the same Spirit…” The group prayed 
for individual intentions, the Church, work situations, 
immigrants/refugees at the border, and the success of the 
upcoming Chapter.

Participants took time to share personal updates on different 
life events and volunteer service experiences that they had since 
they last met. The conversation was spirited and enthusiastic. 

They then enjoyed a delightful picnic lunch!

Associates Karen White and Mary Jefferson, chat with Brother Dan 
Conaghan.

LOUISVILLE BROTHERS AND ASSOCIATES RETREAT

The Louisville Brothers and Associates held their 3rd Annual 
Retreat at Mount St. Francis on Saturday, August 3. Brother 
Cornelius Hubbuch welcomed the 18 Brothers and Associates 
present and talked about the connection of the retreat theme 
of charism and spirit to the themes of the General Chapter, 
which had just taken place in Rome. Alice Hession led the 
group in prayer and reflection. Karen White served as the 
coordinator for the day. Mary Jefferson and Brother Brian 
Vetter gave reflections on the theme. Each table also spent 
time sharing with their group. 

The Associates and Brothers created a summary of characteristics 
of the Xaverian Charism, which included: sharing ordinary 
stories of life, offering service, equality and non-hierarchy,  
commitment to justice, humility, compassion, a unique way 
of loving by the way they live their lives.

A part of the renovations at Sint Franciscus Xaverius school in Bruges, 
was the renovation of the auditorium named after our Founder.

THE THEODOOR RIJKEN AUDITORIUM

Construction is underway at the former Brothers’ residence in 
Bruges. The building is being renovated for use as classrooms, 
labs, and study centers. Those at the school say, “We can be 
proud of this realization.” The rebuilding of the Brothers’ 
residence is on schedule and will be complete in April 2020, 
just before the opening of the third trimester and Opening 
Day of the school for the new school year.
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In July, Brother Maurice Butanda, from Congo, and Brothers 
Anthony Dindi and Bernard Juma, from Kenya, made their 
perpetual professions, sometimes colloquially referred to as 
“final vows.”

In preparation for this culminating event in their lives and 
the life of the Congregation, all three attended the Program 
of Preparation for Perpetual Profession for the Brothers of 
the Sacred Heart and Xaverian Brothers that was held from 
January to April at the Sacred Heart Generalate in Rome. 

Brother Romeo Bonsaint, SC, directed the program and 
Brother François Musongo was the Xaverian staff member 
this year. 

“Brothers, gradually you will realize that the 
cost of your discipleship is your very life, freely 
consecrated to God in poverty, celibacy, and 

obedience, and offered to the world as a sign of 
God’s love and care.”

- Fundamental Principles

In addition to our Xaverian presence in Anthony, Bernard, 
and Maurice, fourteen Brothers of the Sacred Heart attended 
the reflective program. This year the Sacred Heart contingent 
included 2 Brothers from Brazil, 1 from Cameroon, 2 from 

PERPETUAL PROFESSIONS
PROFICIAT, BROTHERS! WE REJOICE WITH YOU.

Chad, 5 from Madagascar, 1 from Senegal, and 1 from Togo.

As both the program and the celebration of their perpetual 
vows have been completed, Anthony, Bernard, and Maurice 
return to their communities and ministries.

Brother Anthony, long known in the community for his 
exceptional skills as a cook, is a history teacher by day at St. 
Xavier High School in Bungoma, Kenya. Brother Bernard 
is a science teacher at St. James Minor Seminary in Lodwar, 
Kenya. Brother Maurice is a teacher at l’institut Technique 
Mkombozi in Fungurume, DRC.

All are grateful to these brothers for their commitment to God, 
their giving of themselves to our Xaverian brotherhood, and 
their zeal for the mission of the Church and the Congregation.

Brother Maurice Butanda

Celebration of perpetual profession and first profession in Kenya. Br. 
Dan Ongeso, Fr. Gabriel, Brs. Raphael Wanjala and Anthony Dindi, 
Fr. Thaddeus, Brs. Bernard Juma, Vincent Damiano, Francis Wambua, 
and Gabriel Juma.

Brother Anthony Dindi Brother Bernard Juma
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The Concordia Society Coin is a 
replica of the original coins given to the 
Xaverian Brothers Founder, Theodore 

On Tuesday, May 14, Mr. Robert Scully, 
Flaget class of 1950, was presented the 
Concordia Society Coin by the Brothers 
at Ryken House. Mr. Scully was thanked 
for his support of the mission of the 
Xaverian Brothers. When asked why he 
has included the Brothers in his estate 
plans Mr. Scully said, “I want to give 
back to the Brothers in memory of my 
high school days and those who taught 
me at Flaget.” After the presentation 
of the coin and prayer service, he and 
his niece, Donna Kamber, joined the 
Brothers for a delicious meal.

James Ryken, which saved the struggling 
Congregation from financial ruin and 
enabled Brother Ryken to send the 
first missionaries to the United States. 
The Concordia Society recognizes the 
valuable contributions of friends who 
include the Brothers in their estate 
plans. Members of this Society, through 
their thoughtful estate planning, are 
ensuring a continuous commitment of 
support to the Congregation.

Brothers Kenney Gorman and Cornie Hubbuch, Robert Scully, and Donna Kamber.

CONCORDIA SOCIETY COIN PRESENTATION AT RYKEN HOUSE

For a list of benefits and other information, or if you have already included the brothers in your plans, please contact Stephanie Stricker at the 
Xaverian Brothers Mission Advancement Office: sstricker@xaverianbrothers.org.
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Brother Mike Foley enjoys staying active in a variety of ways including maintaining the flower gardens at the Xaverian Brothers 
cemetery in Louisville.


