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THE ART OF SPIRITUAL CONVERSATION

The journey began in the peaceful setting of Karen omJuly 12 15.
Here, Brother John and the Council participated in a workshop to
prepare leaders for seven new synodal groups across Kenya and Congo.

Guided by the wisdom of Brother Romeo Bonsaint, SC, the Brothers
delved into the practice of spiritual conversation and discernment.
The goal was simple yet transformative: to foster a culture of prayerful
listening and dialogue within our communities. Facilitators like
Brothers Fran ois Kilonda, Marc

Kabwita Mufuka, Pierre Kabobo,

and Fabien Kabwe om Congo,

alongside Kenyas own Brothers

Bernard Mujibi, Stephen Obara

Okech, and Felix Oresia, are

now equipped to lead these vital

conversations, strengthening our

global commitment to walking Brothers gathered for a workshop in Karen

together in faith.

XAVERIAN BROTHERS

IN. HARMONY SMALL THINGS GROW

* Walking Together in Faith: A Vibrant
Journey Through Kenya

* Building a Brighter Future:
The Transformation of Cisaniko
Secondary School

* A Flourishing Legacy: New Beginnings
at the Ryken Centre of Hope

* A New Beginning in Kipushi: Our
Novices Embark on Their International

Year

* Called to Mission: Welcoming New
Educators into the Xaverian Family

¢ A Celebration of Faithfulness: Honoring
Our Jubilarians

¢ Mission in Action: Communication as a
Ministry of Peace in Lodwar
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Participants taking time to meet one another at the opening of the retreat One of the small group discussions with students from Our Lady of Good Gounsel

CALLED TO MISSION:
Welcoming New Educators into the Xaverian Family

On August 7-9, 2026, the Maritime Conference Center in Maryland was filled with fresh energy as 41
new teachers and staff from across the Xaverian Brothers Sponsored Schools (XBSS) network gathered for
their annual orientation and retreat. This three-day experience was far more than an introduction to the
organization; it was a deeply immersive invitation for these educators to embrace their role as “partners in

mission,” preparing to carry the Xaverian charism into the vibrant communities they serve.

FORMING PARTNERS IN MISSION

The retreat opened with prayer and an invitation to center on our shared mission, led by Executive Director
Patrick Slattery and Formation Director Kevin Abdo. Together, they bridged the gap between past and
present, exploring the spirituality and charism of the Xaverian Brothers. Participants dove into the mission
statements of the 13 sponsored schools, uncovering the shared values and common language that unite the
network into one cohesive Xaverian family.

VOICES OF THE MISSION

Saturday o ered a powerful shi toward the lived experience of the mission. Students om Mount St.
Joseph and Our Lady of Good Counsel took center stage, sharing their own experiences of Xaverian values
and challenging the new educators to consider the profound needs of the students they will accompany.

A highlight of the weekend was an inspiring panel featuring Brothers Michael McCarthy, John Hamilton,
and Bill Gri n, alongside colleagues Megan Dean, a teacher and Assistant Principal at Our Lady of Good
Counsel, and Mary Abdo, theology teacher and campus minister om Mount St. Joseph.

Through stories of teaching, service, and vocation, they brought the mission to life. Brother Michael encouraged
educators to seek out those on the margins; Brother John reminded the group that teaching is bothagi and

a responsibility; and Brother Bill re ected on the individual care that has long distinguished the Xaverian
tradition. Megan Dean and Mary Abdo spoke movingly about the power of relationships and the importance of
entering into the uncomfortable moments of students lives to help them reach their full potential.

A SHARED FUTURE

The weekend balanced intellectual formation with moments of spiritual deepening, including department
conversations, an introduction to Xaverian contemplation, an Emmaus Walk, and Mass. The group also
found time for aternity, including a trip to Baltimore s inner-harbor for unstructured social time.

As the retreat concluded on Sunday, participants le with a renewed sense of purpose. Re ecting on the
challenge of the late Brother Thomas More Page, educators were urged to take up their mission with zeal:

“Enrich it, shape, form, adapt it,” and, above all, “don’t let the flame go out.”
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A Celebration of Faithfulness: Honoring Our Jubilarians

Left to right: Brothers Phillip DiMarchi, John Sullivan, Michael Foley, Ronald Santoro, David Mahoney, Thomas Klar, Timothy Paul, Daniel Lynch, Richard CGook, and
Peter Campbell

n July 11th, the spirit of gratitude lled the chapel at St. Johns Prep in Danvers, Massachusetts, as we
O gathered to honor a truly remarkable milestone. We came together to celebrate the special Jubilees of

fourteen of our Brothers a moment that served as a beautiful, living testament to the consecrated lives of
Xaverian Brothers throughout the world.

The day began with a beautiful Mass, providing a sacred space to give thanks for the decades of commitment,

sacri ce, and love these men have poured into our mission. Following the liturgy, the celebration continued with a
warm reception and dinner, where Brothers, Associates, Partners in Mission, and family and iends shared stories
and laughter in a spirit of true aternity.

It was an inspiring opportunity to look back on a combined lifetime of service. We are honored to recognize the
following Jubilarians:

Brother Daniel Lynch: 75TH JUBILEE Brother John Sullivan: 65TH JUBILEE
Brother Peter Campbell: 70TH JUBILEE Brother Phillip DiMarchi: 60TH JUBILEE
Brother Richard Cook: 70TH JUBILEE Brother Thomas Klar: 60TH JUBILEE
Brother Michael Foley: 65TH JUBILEE Brother David Mahoney: 60TH JUBILEE
Brother Victor Kazadi: 65TH JUBILEE Brother Timothy Paul: 60TH JUBILEE
Brother Clement Kowalchuk: 65TH JuBiLEE  Brother Patrick Fumbisha: 25TH JuBILEE
Brother Ronald Santoro: 65TH JUBILEE Brother Ghislain Lembe: 25TH JUBILEE

As we reflect on their journeys, we are reminded of the profound impact that a
life dedicated to faith and community can have. Their witness continues to serve as a

beacon of inspiration for all of us as we walk together in the Xaverian spirit.
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MISSION IN ACTION:
Communication as a Ministry of Peace in Lodwar

In the vast and beautiful desert landscape of the Diocese of Lodwar, Kenya, Brother Robert Kaunda is finding

new and creative ways to weave our mission into the daily life of the community. Serving in the Diocesan

Communications Department, Brother Robert has embraced a role that is as dynamic as it is essential, proving that

in our modern world, the Gospel can be proclaimed in many ways—through the airwaves, through a screen, and

through the power of presence.

a daily radio program om 5:00 to 10:00 a.m. But

his ministry extends far beyond the microphone.
Whether he is managing social media, cra ing
newsletters, or coordinating diocesan events, he is
constantly looking for ways to build connections. Perhaps
most importantly, he o en accompanies the bishop
on pastoral visits, ensuring that the stories of faith and
challenge across the diocese are heard and shared.

B rother Robert s days begin bright and early, hosting

Working in a region currently facing political tensions
and the challenges of cattle rustling, Brother Robert
views his role not just as a job, but as a true ministry
of peace. He is intentional about using his platforms
to promote dialogue, political tolerance, and a sense
of shared hope. He credits his tireless energy to a deep
love for his vocation and a life rooted in prayer, which
sustains him through the complexities of the work.

Brother Robert also brings a wonderful spirit of
collaboration to his mission. He isa rm believer

in the power of teamwork, ensuring thata er every
major event, he meets with his communications team
tore ect, learn, and grow. Its a practice of continuous
improvement that ensures every project is carried out
with professionalism and deep care, re ecting the very
best of our Xaverian values.

His dedication also extends to his life among the
Brothers. Brother Robert speaks passionately about

the importance of building aternity through regular
prayer, open communication, and supportive leadership.
As he continues to discern how the congregation can
best support his spiritual and professional growth, his
witness serves as a vibrant reminder to us all: e ective
communication, when rooted in faith and service, is a
powerful tool for proclaiming the Gospel and building
unity in our world.






